September 14, 2020

The Honorable Jared Polis
Governor of Colorado
200 East Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

CC: Commissioner Robbins, Commissioner Messner, Commissioner McGowan, Commissioner Nanjappa,
Commissioner Gonzalez, Commissioner Putnam, Commissioner Gibbs, and Director Murphy

Dear Governor Polis,

Colorado’s oil and natural gas industry is vital to our state’s economic well-being, and has a long history
of being responsible and safe and a good corporate citizen. As our state begins to pull out of this
economic recession, it is imperative that this industry, much like other economic sectors, is healthy and
unbridled by unnecessary or arbitrary regulations.

We are writing in regard to some of the alarming discussion that has taken place on oil and natural gas
setback distances during the Series 600 deliberations, as part of the expansive Mission Change
Rulemaking underway at the COGCC. As currently constructed, their 2,000-foot setback proposal (which,
in fact, is at least a 2,300 to 2,400-foot setback because of a change in how the setback is measured)
shifts dramatically away from a focus of protecting public health, safety, and our environment in a
manner that is both reasonable and necessary, as required by Senate Bill 19-181.

The proposed setback would function very similar to the poorly conceived 2018 ballot measure
Proposition 112. That 2,500-foot setback measure would have shut down 94 percent of the developable
land in the top five producing counties, according to COGCC analysis. As we all know, Coloradans saw
that for what it was, an industry ban, and voters defeated that measure by a double-digit margin.
Thankfully, your leadership also prevented such a measure from being on this year’s ballot.

Today’s oil and natural gas development practices are incredibly safe and clean, especially in Colorado,
as company efforts and regulations have outpaced others around the globe. This must be part of the
discussion, because ensuring the protectiveness of our communities and our environment involves
much more than the blunt instrument of a setback. Serving as the gold standard of oil and natural gas
development should be a point of pride. Instead, the Colorado oil and natural gas industry would be
severely penalized by this setback proposal, perhaps to the point of non-existence.

We ask you to urge COGCC commissioners to reconsider the setback rules being discussed and to
instead provide a reasonable path forward for future development.

Thank you for your consideration.
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